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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE* To always execute a satisfactory photographing even under an abnormal light 
by automatically discriminating a photographing situation and executing a gamma 
correction. 

CONSTITUTION: When, for example, quadripartite areas P1-P4 are composed as to a 
light receiving element 15, the luminance of a person A in the area PI. namely, a main 
object is at a low level in a backlight condition, and the luminance of the areas P2-P4 to 
be dtvidedly formed in the outer circumference is at a high level/Then, a control signal to 
discriminate the photographing situation from plural luminance values of the prescribed 
areas among the divided areas P1-P4 is obtained, simultaneously, photographing data or 
image data made into a photographed image are multiply divided in the necessary areas, a 
mean luminance value is detected, two kinds of control signals of the discrimination and 
mean luminance values are obtained, and an optimum gamma correction curve is 
automatically selected out of plural gamma correction curves prepared to a gamma 
correcting circuit. Thus, even under the abnormal light such as the backlight and highlight, 
the photographing can be executed. 
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